Mach 17, 2021                                         
Dept of Fish & Wildlife                      WDFW email:  WILDTHING@dfw.wa.gov
600 Capitol Way North                                   WDFW webpage link 
Olympia, Wa 98501-1091               https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/non-native-game-fish 
Subject: WDFW 2021 non-native game fish policy - comments
Ref: Non-native options and comments as applicable to different sections listed as Population Management, Fishing Regulations, Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation, Habitat, Illegal Introduction, and Targeted Control 
Attn Dept of Fish & Wildlife:
Borderline Bassin Contenders, a fishing & hunting club since 1973 would like to leave highlighted options & comments as shown below pertaining to the above subject non-native game fish policy proposals: 
Population Management Section:
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Anadromous Fish
	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW will manage for the benefit of native anadromous fishes, but may also actively manage for non-native game fish species when impacts to anadromous fishes are directly assessed with best available science, are not significant, and are consistent with anadromous fish management and recovery.


BBC added comment : best science may show - where options to include non-native species allowed as example of when tiger muskies were planted in Mayfield Reservoir to predate on pike minnows benefitted outflowing salmon smolts by big percentage
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Species of concern
	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW will manage for the benefit of native anadromous fishes, but may also actively manage for non-native game fish species when impacts to anadromous fishes are directly assessed with best available science, are not significant, and are consistent with anadromous fish management and recovery.


BBC added comment : best science may show - where options to include non-native species allowed-  as example of when tiger muskies were planted in Mayfield Reservoir to predate on pike minnows benefitted outflowing salmon smolts by big percentage
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

Without Native Anadromous Fish or species of concern
	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may actively manage for the benefit of non-native game fish species.


for example some high mountain streams or ponds not tied to rivers -may be more suitable to golden, brook, or grayling
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers Option B:  conservative
	WDFW will manage for the benefit of native anadromous fishes, but may also actively manage for non-native game fish species when impacts to anadromous fishes are directly assessed with best available science and are not significant, are consistent with anadromous fish management and recovery.


There are many lakes that have cuthroat but also have non-native fish - and have had a balance both benefitting each other.
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Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Species of Concern
	BBC prefers Option B:  conservative
	WDFW will manage for the benefit of native species of concern, but may also actively manage for non-native game fish species when impacts to native species of concern are directly assessed with best available science, are not significant, and are consistent with native fish management and recovery.


example redbows are concerned in Lake Roosevelt and are in the upper current regions of the reservoir - but walleyes, smallmouth, and rainbow triploids are in mostly middle to lower region of the reservoir - yet redbows are being managed with regulations and Northern Pike are being netted by Tribal efforts with good success and bounties on Pike heads are also being paid to recreational fishing interests to detour Pike numbers.
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy
	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may actively manage for the benefit of non-native and/or native game fish species.


especially reservoirs or lakes and ponds with both warmwater and coldwater characteristics - including oligotrophic, mesotrophic, and eutrophic aging scenarios.

Fishing Regulations Section:
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers
 option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may promulgate rules that reduce impacts to salmonids. Rules are developed based on assessment of impacts to native anadromous fishes.


example you can protect bulltrout and salmonoids by regulations while at same time allow sturgeon, whitefish, and cuthroat fishing especially on west side glacial streams and rivers and beaver ponds
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Species of Concern
	BBC prefers 

Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may promulgate rules that reduce impacts to native species of concern. Rules are developed based on assessment of impacts to native species of concern.


Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern
	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may promulgate rules that protect game fish.


example all rivers, streams and beaver ponds with multiple cold or warmwater gamefish need management & rules
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers 

Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may promulgate rules that reduce impacts to salmonids. Rules are developed based on assessment of impacts to native anadromous fishes.
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Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Species of Concern

	BBC prefers 

Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may promulgate rules that reduce impacts to native species of concern. Rules are developed based on assessment of impacts to native species of concern.


please know that native species of concern could also be leopard frogs, freshwater crayfish, sticklebacks, certain salamanders, ditch eels, pond turtles, etc you name it. or are you meaning native game fish of concern?
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With limited or no connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy

	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may promulgate rules that protect game fish. Rules are developed based on assessment of target fish populations.


question - target fish meaning a fish with to dense of population in body of water?
Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation Section:
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish via hatchery production if approved via environmental review (e.g. SEPA, NEPA) (e.g. YY brook trout, tiger muskie).


example there may be anadromous fish with concern from predation by native fish such as pike minnow that could be controlled by non-native predator tiger muskie (sterile hybrid)
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native species of concern
	BBC prefers 

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish via hatchery production if approved via environmental review (e.g. SEPA, NEPA) (e.g. YY brook trout, tiger muskie).


example there may be anadromous fish with concern from predation by native fish such as pike minnow that could be controlled by non-native predator tiger muskie (sterile hybrid)
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

Without Native anadromous Fish or Species of concern
	BBC prefers 

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish via hatchery production if approved via environmental review (e.g. SEPA, NEPA) (e.g. YY brook trout, tiger muskie).


Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers 

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish via hatchery production if approved via environmental review (e.g. SEPA, NEPA) (e.g. YY brook trout, tiger muskie).


example redbows are native anadromous fish in Lake Roosevelt and are in the upper river current regions of the reservoir - but walleyes, smallmouth, and rainbow triploids are in mostly middle to lower region of the reservoir - yet redbows are being managed with regulations and Northern Pike are being netted by Tribal efforts with good success and bounties on Pike heads are also being paid to recreational fishing interests to detour Pike numbers
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Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Species of Concern

	Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish via hatchery production if approved via environmental review (e.g. SEPA, NEPA) (e.g. YY brook trout, tiger muskie).


example redbows are native anadromous fish of concern in Lake Roosevelt and are in the upper river current regions of the reservoir - but walleyes, smallmouth, and rainbow triploids are in mostly middle to lower region of the reservoir - yet redbows are being managed with regulations and Northern Pike are being netted by Tribal efforts with good success and bounties on Pike heads are also being paid to recreational fishing interests to detour Pike numbers - all regulations and nettings are helping the redbows.
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With limited or no connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy

	BBC prefers 

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish via hatchery production if approved via environmental review (e.g. SEPA, NEPA) (e.g. YY brook trout, tiger muskie).


The BBC would hope that Lake Sturgeon could be introduced to these waters sometime 

In the near future.
Habitat Section:

Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW will provide support for or undertake habitat enhancement or restoration projects that benefit native anadromous fishes and/or non-native game fish, where impact of the project to anadromous fishes is not significant.


habitat projects such as natural and/or artificial help build native freshwater crawfish - these types of projects benefit all fish & game species not just coldwater or warmwater species.
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native species of Concern

	BBC prefers Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may provide support for or undertake habitat enhancement or restoration projects to benefit native species of concern and/or non-native game fish, where impact of the project to native species of concern is not significant.


habitat projects such as natural and/or artificial help build native freshwater crawfish - these types of projects benefit all fish & game species not just coldwater or warmwater species.
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern

	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may provide support for or undertake habitat enhancement or restoration projects to benefit game fish.


habitat projects such as natural and/or artificial help build native freshwater crawfish - these types of projects benefit all fish & game species not just coldwater or warmwater species.  Muskrat, mink, ducks, sturgeon, raccoons, etc., all eat crawdads.
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW will provide support for or undertake habitat enhancement or restoration projects that benefit native anadromous fishes and/or non-native game fish.


option A - would also benefit wildlife species also - such as waterfowl, mink, waterbirds, muskrats, crawdads, frogs, etc
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Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Species of Concern
	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may provide support for or undertake habitat enhancement or restoration projects to benefit native species of concern and/or non-native game fish.


option A - would also benefit wildlife species also - such as waterfowl, mink, waterbirds, muskrats, crawdads, frogs, etc
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With limited or no connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy

	BBC prefers Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may provide support for or undertake habitat enhancement or restoration projects to benefit non-native game fish where appropriate.


all kinds of habitat projects benefit not only all fish but animals and waterfowl alike
Illegal Introduction Section:

Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced non-native game fish to remove them or control their expansion. This may include actions like, but not limited to, netting, electrofishing, rotenone, or other active removal techniques.


option B - would need to include epa & sepa requirements before rotenone were used because of impacts to crawdads - the main forage of many fish & animals in rivers, streams, & beaver ponds..
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Species of Concern
	BBC prefers Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced non-native game fish to remove them or control their expansion. This may include actions like, but not limited to, netting, electrofishing, rotenone, or other active removal techniques.


option B - would need to include epa & sepa requirements before rotenone were used because of impacts to crawdads - the main forage of many fish & animals in rivers, streams, & beaver ponds..
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern
	BBC prefers 

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may utilize passive management techniques to control the illegal introduction or of non-native game fish populations. This may include actions like, but not limited to, season or harvest regulations, habitat/flow modifications, etc.


our concerns with option A - to make sure bird or waterfowl habitat nesting & food areas are not depleted from waterflow or lake level modifications
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs
With Native Anadromous Fish

	BBC prefers 

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may utilize passive management techniques to control the illegal introduction of non-native game fish populations. This may include actions like, but not limited to, season or harvest regulations, habitat/flow modifications, etc.


our concerns with option A - to make sure bird or waterfowl habitat nesting & food areas are not depleted from waterflow or lake level modifications
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Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs
With Native Species of Concern
	BBC prefers Option B:  Conservative
	WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced non-native game fish to remove them or control their expansion. This may include actions like, but not limited to, netting, electrofishing, rotenone, or other active removal techniques.


option B - would need to include epa & sepa requirements before rotenone were used because of impacts to crawdads - the main forage of many fish & animals in lakes, ponds, and reservoirs.
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs
With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy
	BBC prefers 

Option A: Least Conservative
	WDFW may utilize passive management techniques to control the illegal introduction of non-native game fish populations. This may include actions like, but not limited to, season or harvest regulations, habitat/flow modifications, etc.


our concerns with option A - to make sure bird or waterfowl habitat nesting & food areas are not depleted from waterflow or lake level modifications
Targeted Control Section:

Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds

With Native Anadromous Fish

And
With Native Species of Concern

And

Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern

And

Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs

With Native Anadromous Fish

And

With Native Species of Concern

And

Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern

And

With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or water with no anadromy

	BBC prefers 

Other option 
	"Option A - needs to be amended to be more specific on localized control of non-native game fish where appropriate - nipping something fairly new on the bud before getting out of hand is one thing and using control measures of this sort still needs a review of at least by WDFW & Wildlife Commission permission. Otherwise all the previous Non-native policy language is superfluous- please revise or delete."


Please call or contact us for any clarification or questions, and thank you for taking public comments on this important non-native game fish policy. The WDFW’s dedication towards our Fish & Wildlife resource is much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Bob Harriman, legis liaison                                                                                         

Borderline Bassin Contenders

2284 E Hemmi Rd

Bellingham, Wa 98226

Ph 360-927-0967

Email  bob.harriman@icloud.com
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       Wildlife Commission
