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Dear Rich, my condolences! 
 
Had you caught a 5 pound largemouth at the 
March Fish-In, (Silver Lake), I would have been 
“happy” for you.  Had you caught a six pound 
fish – I’d have been impressed!  But when you 
come to the dock with a 8# 4oz monster – I 
saw for myself what a “fish of a lifetime” looks 
like!  Still, I am also a little sad for you!  Why? 
 
See, on the road home from Silver Lake I began 
to wonder; what would it be like to accomplish 
such a feat?  Exhilarating?  I’m sure!  “Pinch 
me – I can’t believe it happened to me” 
Happy!  For sure!  But then what?  What hap-
pens TOMORROW when you wake up and ask 
this question: NOW WHAT?  When the goal of 
catching “Moby Dick” actually occurs – is there 
a realistic replacement goal hanging around in 
our tackle box to take its place? 
 
After all, expecting to catch a largemouth in 
Washington state that is BIGGER than 8# 4oz, 
would require the kind of luck a guy would need 
to win the state lottery twice in a row!  The 
chances of it happening are… well, only the 
word “impossible” comes to mind. 
 
See, I am blessed to have caught some nice 6 
pounders, but my “dream fish” still lies out there 
waiting for me!  Every day I go fishing, the 
chance of catching a BIGGER fish than what I 
have already caught… well, it’s possible!  Hope 
springs up and lives in every cast I make!  The 
anticipation drives me on! 
 
But what will drive YOU on now?  Since your 
dream has come true – what will you set your 
sights on tomorrow?  Alas, my friend, my heart 
goes out to you!  You who HAD so much to look 
forward to (before the Fish-In). 

 

• Stuart & Samantha      
Karpenko, WBC Editors: 
stu@westernbassclub.com 

• Views Expressed in this news-
letter do not necessarily re-
flect those of the entire mem-
bership. 

• Western Bass Club News is 
published monthly for the 
membership  of  Western 
Bass Club. If you have any 
ideas for articles or are inter-
ested in advertising here, 
please contact the editors. 
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What do you have now? 
 
Of course, … you DID put the fish back, didn’t 
you.  Hmmm… and Moby Dick still has more 
time to put on some additional “egg” weight 
before the spawn.  And next year she could 
weigh… wow!  And you DID find her the first 
time… so MAYBE you could find her again!  Or 
better yet, HER BIG SISTER!   
 
Thinking… thinking… in fact, yes, I now want to 
amend this whole “sympathy” thing.  So much 
for feeling sorry for you Rich.  Heck, what was I 
thinking!  We’re fishermen!  Men and women 
outdoorsmen of extraordinary hope!  Anything 
could happen on tomorrow’s fishing trip!  Moby 
Dick is getting larger as we speak!  And the 
chance of catching a bigger fish IS ALWAYS 
POSSIBLE! 
 
Well, for me anyway! 

Rich Loth and his 8 lb 4 oz HAWG! 
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Well folks, it’s time to look around your house, garage, 
boat or wherever you might find your extra camping, 

fishing or hunting gear to do a quick inventory on what you might want to sell at this month’s annual swap 
meet. The door should be open around 5:30 pm for set-up. Tables are free on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  We would like to remind people to abstain from making special deals in the parking lot to give eve-
ryone an equal chance. 

 

This should really be a lot of fun and we hope all of you come away winners from this experience as a 
buyer, seller or both. If you are going to be a buyer, please plan on bringing extra cash with you to make 
the transactions go smoother. Some people are a little leery on receiving someone’s personal check, so 
try and hit the ATM before you come. 

      We’ll see you there! 
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Anglers… Start Your Engines! 
 
Yes, after the last two Fish-Ins, it has become apparent… this 
club is ready for another year of Great Bass Fishing! 
 
But first we have to go over several points of interest and “need 
to know” items for the Boaters, Non-Boaters and Campers for 
the upcoming tournament season: 
 
1). Etiquette: There is some boating etiquette that must be 
described; hopefully the Ambassadors have taken care of 
these, so forgive me if I am being redundant. 
  a). Keep the tackle in control and packaged for easy deploy-
ment and stowing… nothing worse than making a quick move… 
slow! 
  b). Bring enough rods to fish for the conditions… communica-
tion with the boater will help here because it is very difficult to 
maneuver on a foreign boat and even tougher if it is cluttered 
with 12 rods. 
  c). Bring a lunch and the things you like to drink… ‘nuff said. 
  d). Have your P.F.D. (Life Vest) ready and advise the boater of 
any assistance issues… medications… bee sting kit etc… if you 
are unconscious, it’s too late to tell someone! 
  e). Have a cull system ready, as the boater might have just 
one. Cull systems, such as the Cull-M-Rite system, are used to 
mark your fish. Again, check with your boater. 
  f). Have some cash ready to help with fuel for the boat. These 
boats have varying fuel mileages and it is customary to work 
this out after the tournament, since conditions determine how 
much running has to be done. With gas prices going up to a 
possible $3.00 a gallon this summer, extra budgeting has to be 
taken into account. 
 
1A). Boater’s etiquette… one word: Communication. 
  a). Tell your non boater how you plan to fish in advance and 
don’t hesitate to let someone know about “first water” and 
crossing/competing lines, as we have a lot of new members and 
the ambassador program might have missed some… don’t 
need any misunderstandings. 
  b). Be flexible to how or where your teammate wants to fish, 
as that’s what we are about - learning and sharing! 
  
Most of all, get out with your boater prior to the tournament so 
some of the communication nuances can be worked out, mak-
ing the time a quality one! 
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April 23rd-24th Silver Lake  Draw Tourney  

May 21st-22nd Potholes Reservoir   Points #1  

May 28th-30th Banks Lake  Jamboree 

June 25th-26th Riffe Lake  Points #2  

July 30th -31st Lake Roosevelt  Jack-n-Jill 

Aug. 27th-28th Lake Chelan  Points #3  

Sept. 24th-25th Tri Cities-Wallula  Points #4 

Oct. 1st-2nd Lake Sammamish  Team Tourney 

WBC Newsletters - Mail vs. On-line Version 
   Due to increasing costs associated with the printing and mailing of this newsletter, we are trying to reduce the num-
ber of paper-copy newsletters that are mailed out each month.  Members will be asked upon renewal of their club 
memberships, or in another manner, if they are willing to access the newsletter via the WBC web site instead of receiv-
ing a mailed hard copy. Several members have already indicated that they read the newsletter on-line and that the 
mailed copy just gets set aside. Members who wish to receive the newsletter by mail will continue to receive it, as 
usual. 

Insurance Forms are needed before April 
Draw tourney and are a good thing year 
round, so get me your copies soon! 

2). Camping: Here are some items for all members to think about 
for camping season: 
a). Tent or Truck camping… kind of a budget-vs-taste issue, as if 
you share a ride with someone for gas, savings might just force 
you into a tent, if so bring extra stakes and a mallet for hammer-
ing. Don’t forget the rain fly either! 
b). Camp chairs! No one likes a Chair-Monger moving from site to 
site Monging chairs! GRRRRRRR. 
c). Alarm clock… ‘nuff said. 
d). Coffee cup. Some of us account for Coffee Mongers… or have 
been one at one time. Just bring a cup! 
e). Potluck item. We, as a club, will usually have a Potluck after 
the fishing day on Saturday, so plan for that. Again, work that out, 
too with your campmate/boater. 
f). Cooking supplies - as in camp stoves, Bar-B-Cues, etc… 
 
I will try to add some things in future newsletters, and as we go 
through the year you will see what others have brought or devel-
oped to better aid you in the camping and boating arenas. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the campground. 
 
Larry Sullivan, Tournament Director. 
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A 5-pounder would be nice. A 6 would be sweet. A 7 is awesome, but an 8 pounder is a fish of a 
lifetime in this neck of the woods. Yes folks, that would be nice. Well, Silver Lake produced that 
wonderful fish of a lifetime to one member, Rich Loth. Yes folks, Rich hauled in an 8 lb 4 oz      
largemouth bass on a brush hog. Wow, what a fish! Again, I can only say “thanks” to all of those 
that made the trip. Without you, the fish-ins wouldn’t be as great. I heard people say this was one 
of the biggest fish-ins they had ever been to. It was the biggest I have been to, too. We had 
roughly 12 boats with 28 or so people. The bite was slow, but fish were caught. Danny Garrett 
roped a 6-pounder. Mark Maderos had several nice fish, including a 5. Dave Jarrell provided a 
great grill that heated up the chili quickly and left room for all the hotdogs on the second grill.  
Several trays of  deviled-eggs, chips, and salads rounded out the meal. Several stayed after for a 
great afternoon bite. All in all, another great Western Bass Club event. 

 

The next fish-in is going to be at Lake Cavanaugh. This lake is up in the north end on the 
Skagit/Snohomish County line. This is a lake that has some mystery to it. Not many have fished it, 
but let’s see what this body of water has to offer. Launch time will be at 6:30 am, with a breakfast 
at Denny’s at 5:00 am. 
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When:    Saturday, April 2, 2005, 6:30 am. 
Where:   Lake Cavanaugh, Skagit/Snohomish County line 
 

Directions: 
To Launch  - Take I-5 to exit 208. Follow SR 530 East through Arlington to Lake Cavanaugh Rd.  Take a left on Lake 
Cavanaugh Rd. Looks like it turns into Deer Creek Rd. Take a left on S Shore Dr and follow to launch on right side. 

 

To Denny’s  - Take I-5 north or south depending on your starting point. Take exit 208 (SR530) towards Arlington. Web-
site called it the Island Crossing exit. Follow into Arlington to Denny’s (2202 SR 530). 

'���()��(�*	+���	,	�	"-��

�
�
��
�

�
�
��
�

�
�
��
�

�
�
��
�

�
��
	

�
��
	

�
��
	

�
��
	


 

 �
��� ����
�� ��

�$���	���,���� 
 
Hi Everyone! 
  
It's Raffle Time! If you haven't bought any tickets yet, now is your chance to win the G-Loomis Rod and    
Shimano Reel. Only $1.00 a ticket, and you are helping support our club. All tickets must be in and ac-
counted for, whether they are sold or not. Please make sure you bring them to the March 17 meeting or get 
them to me somehow. We will be drawing at the meeting this month. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has pitched in and sold or bought tickets! 
  
See you all at the meeting! 
Phil and Sue Hudgens 253-639-9428 
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ALSO, don’t forget to get your 
scales verified.  I will have the 
equipment at each meeting so 
bring in your scale and get 
weighed. You must use a scale that 
has been verified this year in order 
to have your greenslips accepted. 
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Well, due to some hardy souls in the club there were several greenslips turned in this 
month.  And once again, Lake Washington was the focal point of  their efforts.  And 
deep water rigs, ie. Rev-Rigs, were the mainstay.  And to prove it Chuck, the Rev, 
came away with a monster Smallmouth.  Nice fish, Rev. 
 
 Name  Weight  Bait  Lake      
 Chuck Bailey 6# 4oz.   SM Rev. Rig Wash. 
 Rob Maglio 4# 11oz.  SM Dropshot Wash. 
 Jerrie Meyer 4# 4oz.    SM Grub                 Wash. 
 Dave Jarrell 3# 13oz.  SM Dropshot Wash.   
 Ron Hankinson 3# 8oz.    SM Dropshot Wash 
 Brian Walker 3# 6oz.    SM     Tube Jig Wash. 
 Pat Sotherlund 2# 12oz.   SM Rev-Rig  Wash. 
 Bree Walker 2# 0oz.     SM Tube  Wash. 
 Rich Loth 1# 7oz.     SM       Tube  Span. 
 
President Chuck (the Rev.) Bailey took the $5 club prize for big fish of the month.  
Each month the club gives $5 to the member for the biggest bass turned in on a 
greenslip. Starting this month (March), will be the Big Fish Kitty, and so far, we have 
about 10 people in the kitty. You must be entered the prior month to be eligible for the 
money.  It continues for 8 months and costs $1 per month, payable to Rich Loth. You 
must pay for the remaining number of months after you enter. The amount of the prize 
depends on the number of people signed up. This is in addition to the Big Fish of the 
Month prize. So get signed up now.  
 
ALSO, don’t forget to get your scales verified.  I will have the equipment at each 
meeting, so bring in your scale and get weighed. You must use a scale that has 
been verified this year in order to have your greenslips accepted. 
   
Keep your rods up and Rip some lips! 
Rich 
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If you have anything you would like to sell or want to buy, write up your ad and email it to 
Stu@westernbassclub.com. Don’t forget to include your contact information. 

Hot Tub for sale. Considered a 6 person hot tub but it is the size of an 8 person (Has a 
lounge along with seats). Comes with 2 pumps (not 1) and heater. Has been removed from 
my deck for 2+ years. Tub needs plumbing redone. Heater probably needs a new element 
since it has not been run in 2 years. Both pumps worked great when tub was disassembled. 
$500. Contact Rick Gagliardi at coachbassdog@earthlink.net or at 253-952-8210. 
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        Taking the plunge into tournament fishing 
by Jeremiah T. Bagwell 

http://www.bagwellsbasstactics.com/ 

 

You have conquered your local ponds, lakes, rivers and every-
thing else in your area that looks like it can hold a bass. You 
have a nice boat, tons of tackle and enough rods to stock a 
large tackle store. The time has finally come, you now feel as if 
you are ready to take the tournament world by storm. 

 

Fishing competitively is an entirely different animal than fishing 
for fun in your spare time. It requires putting your money on 
the line so you can test your skills against a large number of 
other highly skilled anglers. Tournament fishing also intro-
duces a long list of new variables to the equation. Now you 
must fish with time constraints, follow very specific rules, and 
endure the mental pressures that accompany tournament fish-
ing. In larger tournaments, you also have to deal with spectator 
and media boats following you all over the place. The stress 
added simply by having a lot of people watching you fish, is 
enough to cause most people to crack. 

 

Starting in local club tournaments, you will not have to deal 
with some of the additional baggage. These tournaments are 
typically small and have a fun laid back atmosphere. However, 
don’t think these anglers are just going to stand by and watch 
you take their money. Club anglers are as competitive as any-
one else is in the tournament world. They may not be compet-
ing for hundreds of thousands of dollars, but they are compet-
ing for bragging rights which to some is equally as valuable. 

 

Draw Tournaments and Open tournaments “typically” offer a 
higher level of competition for anglers. Several of these com-
petitors have dreams of making it to a higher level. The entry 
fees are almost always higher and the number of competitors 
per tournament is greater. They give anglers the opportunity to 
fish with and against other fishing fanatics of varying skill lev-
els. These tournaments are a great stepping stone for making 
it to the big leagues. The amount of time you spend fishing 
with new partners can greatly improve your fishing skills, if you 
use this time properly. Whether your partner is the non-boater  

 

or the person controlling the boat, pay attention to what they are 
doing. Watch how they cast and how they use certain lures. You can 
learn enormous amounts of information simply by watching others. If 
you have a question about why your partner did something a certain 
way, ask them. Most anglers are easy going great people that will try 
to help you grow as a fisherman. 

 

If your practice time is in short supply or you just haven’t purchased 
a boat, you can join these tournaments as a co-angler. Fishing as a 
co-angler means that you will be paired with a person that has 
brought his or her own boat. In some circuits, the co-angler must fish 
from the back deck. However, this is not true for every circuit. Some 
tournament trails have distinctions between “boater” and co-angler.  

 

Co-anglers will only be competing against co-anglers. Once again, 
this is not the case for every circuit. There are circuits where it is 
everyone against everyone regardless of your registration type. Both 
formats are great and I really can’t say one is better than the other. It 
is up to each angler to determine which format they feel most com-
fortable with. 

 

In order to stay competitive during tournaments, you will need to 
continually learn and increase your skill level. The best advice I 
could give to any angler would be to keep an open mind and don’t 
ever think that you know everything there is to know about bass 
fishing. As soon as you start thinking that way, your results will begin 
to diminish. Your goal should be to try to learn something from every 
angler that you ever fish with. By this, I don’t necessarily mean learn 
a new technique every time, but if you see your partner do some-
thing you typically don’t do or have never seen before, ask them why 
they do it and determine how it can help you become a better an-
gler. The best anglers on any circuit are the ones that continue to 
get better year after year. They do so by constantly learning as 
much information as they can absorb into their brains. 

(Continued on page 9) 

A well rounded individual making a mark in the fishing industry, Jeremiah has a number 
of irons in the fire. "I have the opportunity to be on a number of Pro Staff's for some of the 

best companies in the business," Bagwell stated. "Things are all starting to fall into place. I am writing for a 
number of websites and I even have other writers doing articles about me on a fairly regular basis. Bagwell is 
also a Tournament District Director for the American Bass Anglers Tournament Trail in North Western Illinois. 
Jeremiah has won multiple tournaments, had several top 10 finishes and has a few big bass awards under his 
belt. You could say the rest is history, because now Jeremiah is developing a great network of friends and con-
tacts in the fishing industry. Not to mention having a lot of fun and success competing in bass tournaments. 
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As daytime temperatures begin reaching the 70's and 80's, the sur-
face water temps also begin to rise. As any "bass minded angler" 
can tell you, it won't be long until those green creatures of the deep 
begin their annual migration to the shallows to spawn (lay eggs). It is 
during this time that most of us dust off our gear and head to our 
favorite lake. When bass are shallow, they are the easiest to catch. 
Not only are they feeding, they are also trying to protect their young, 
as well, thus doubling the chances of getting bit.  
 
Springtime bass fishing brings thoughts of spinnerbaits and soft 
plastic lizards. Spinnerbaits allow you to cover large areas of water, 
quickly. When fishing a spinnerbait, you are usually looking for a 
reaction strike. By this I mean, if you get the bait close enough to a 
bass, it will bite the spinnerbait out of reaction to it being in it's 
"zone" rather than just for a meal. In clear or slightly stained water, a 
white or chartreuse skirted bait tipped with gold or nickel blades, or 
even a combination of the two, would be in order. In muddy or ex-
tremely stained water, I like to use bright colored baits, such as or-
ange or a fire tiger pattern.  
 
Since lizards or salamanders are a natural predator of the bass 
(they eat the eggs or the young bass called fry) a Texas rigged soft 
plastic lizard is also a good choice. I like to fish lizards around lay 
down logs and other cover along the banks of spawning areas. Bass 
generally like to relate to some form of cover when they move up 
shallow, build their nest and lay their eggs.  
 
Bass begin spawning when water temperatures start to reach the 
60's. The best place to begin looking for spawning bass is on the 
north banks of a creek on a lake. The north bank is protected from 
the effects of cold north winds following the passage of a cold front. 
These areas tend to warm up sooner than other creeks and stay 
warmer, too. Another good idea is to concentrate on the west side of 
a north bank since it has all day to warm up from the sun.  
 
When fishing during the spawn, a good pair of polarized sunglasses 
is a must. It is imperative to be able to see bedding fish and under-
water cover in order to effectively fish during the spawn. The polar-
ized lenses eliminate the glare from the water allowing you to see 
into the water, depending of course, on the clarity of the water.  
 
I use Lure-Eyes marine sungear (http://www.LureEyes.com) exclu-
sively for all my fishing. They have titanium frames, making them 
extremely lightweight, reducing fatigue during a long day or several 
days of fishing. The lenses are almost indestructible and they are 
priced under $100.  

When bass start shying away from spinnerbaits and lizards, 
I'll switch to a Zoom trick worm or a Strike King flippin' tube. I 
use a loud rattle inside the tube and will often spike the tail or 
tentacles of the tube chartreuse to give it more color. By us-
ing a large 4/0 or 5/0 Gamakatsu wide gag hook, I have a 
lethal combination of bait, rattle and hook to generate strikes 
from bedding bass or those getting ready to move up onto the 
nest. The tube has become one of my favorite baits for catch-
ing bass during the spring.  
 
When fishing the trick worm, I like to rig it weightless, and 
bury the 2/0 or 3/0 Gamakatsu wide gap hook when fishing 
heavy cover, even though I'll usually use light line, such as 8-
10 lb. P-Line. The lighter line allows the bait to sink faster 
than larger, heavier lines. I'll work the bait over aquatic vege-
tation or flooded bushes on the banks. When fishing hydrilla 
beds or the edges of flooded brush, I'll fish the bait wacky 
style. This means hooking the worm through the egg sack 
allowing the point of the hook to remain exposed, ensuring 
better hooksets. The erratic action of the wacky worm presen-
tation seems to drive fish crazy, causing them to strike at the 
bait, even when they are not in a feeding mode.  
 
In most cases I can see a bass hit the trick or wacky worm. 
When fishing this technique and you see a bass hit the worm, 
it is important to quickly reel up the slack in your line, feel the 
pressure from the fish and then set the hook. Setting the hook 
too soon with result in misses.  
 
Spring is a great time to introduce youngster to the sport of 
bass fishing, too. You have an increased chance of success 
during this time of year. If you can catch a pretty day, take a 
young one with you and introduce them to the sport. It will be 
a great investment in their future, yours and the sport of bass 
fishing.  
 
Until next time, enjoy the great outdoors. 
 
Tom Lester II 
Professional Outdoorsman 
FishingProStaff.com 

Tom Lester II is a family man who lives in Corsicana, Texas with his wife, Kelly, and his daughters, Megan and 
Tatum. He has fished the Bass Anglers Sportsman Society Central Invitational tournament trail (58th for the 1999-
2000 season), the FLW Everstart Series and several other professional-level bass fishing tournaments. Sought-
after for endorsements by numerous leading outdoor product companies, Tom’s name appears alongside some of 
the industry’s most well reputed brands. Quarrow, Pro Locker, Bill Lewis Lures, and EZ Retriever number among 
more than a dozen Tom Lester sponsors. He also serves as pro staff for Quarrow and P-Line and as a field staff 
member for Bulldog lures, Lure Eyes sunglasses, H&H Plastic Rattles and more.  

�������Springtime Bassin' is Just Around the Corner -  by Tom Lester II�
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Taking the plunge into tournament fishing (Cont.) - by Jeremiah T. Bagwell 

Time on the water is another aspect of tournament fishing that 
you must have. The more you can fish, the better you are going 
to be, period. It doesn’t matter if you only have a few hours be-
fore or after work, you need to be on the water. Everyone has 
heard the saying “Practice makes Perfect” well this is especially 
true in Bass fishing. There is absolutely no replacement for on 
the water experience. You can read as many books and articles 
as you want, but actually going out on doing the things you have 
read about is ultimately going to make you a better angler. 

(Continued from page 7) 
  

If your dream is to fish competitively, follow that dream and 
don’t ever let anyone hold you back. Build your confidence level 
and feel comfortable about each decision you make on the wa-
ter. The only way to get better at anything is to actually do it. 
Tournament fishing can be a great way to make new friends, 
increase your skill level, and make a lot of money. Just don’t 
expect to be a Dave Lefebre, Kevin VanDam or Gerald Swindle 
overnight. 

Did we mention that Rich caught an 8 lb 4 oz largemouth? 

�



• RV and Tent Sites 

• RV/Camping supplies 

• Exclusive T-Shirts 

• Fishing Licenses 

• Party Barge 

• Fish Boat Rentals 

• Maps, Bait, and Tackle for 
Banks Lake and Lake Roosevelt 

• Two miles to Golfing 

�

�

�

Highway 155 #1 

Electric City, WA 

(509) 633-2671 

 

 

 

Coulee Playland Resort 

...on beautiful Banks Lake 
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John Birkett 1 
Travis Buff 1 

Kiwi Davidson 1 
Tate Jarrell 1 

Matthew Emrich 3 
Brent Cooley 7 

Skyla Ramsden 7 
Chuck Pigue 9 
Andy Gross 11 

Keri May 11 
Caner Gokeri 12 

Harvey Musselman 12 
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Mackenzie Mowry 20 
Jeff Schroeder 24 

Reagan Sergeant 25 
Steve Johnson 28 

Nathan Ramsden 28 
Danny Skirde 28 
Alper Gokeri 29 
April Tanaka 31 

Ryan Karpenko 15 
Sheryl Johnson 15 
Brandon Lease 13 


