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• Views Expressed in this
newsletter do not necessarily
reflect those of the entire
membership.
• Western Bass Club News is
published monthly for the
membership of Western
Bass Club. If you have any
ideas for articles or are interested in advertising here,
please contact the editors.

I once offered to fix a friend’s faulty light
switch, and asked if she had any tools. The
“tool box” she offered contained a hammer and
a coping saw. Nothing else. She had yet to
learn an important fact; in order to consistently
fix things, you need a VARIETY of the basic
tools in your tool box. Fishing is no different.
A seasoned bass fisherman’s tool (tackle) box
contains a growing variety of lures, each having
a specific function. Just as a hammer won’t fix
everything, neither will one lure choice provide
year round success. Just as my friend needs to
add wrenches and screwdrivers to her toolbox,
a well-versed angler will collect a variety of
plastics, jigs, spinnerbaits, crankbaits, etc., to
insure fishing success.
Now, while my friend did have a hammer in her
toolbox, that didn’t mean she knew HOW to use
it. As far as she knew, her coping saw was for
cutting French bread. So it can be with fishermen. Collecting a tackle box full of lures is
senseless unless you actually know HOW and
WHEN to use them.
The mastery of “skipping a tube bait,” using a
“Carolina rig,” or tying up a “drop-shot rig,”
requires countless hours on the water to
develop proficiency and adeptness. OWNING
a lure does not necessarily equate to
EXPERTISE! Both are required – the result of
months of practice and increasing success –
before we can rightly claim mastery of a new
“tool.”

A common mistake with beginning bass
anglers is attempting to master various lures
ALL AT ONCE. The best fishing coaches
suggest leaving all other lures at home, taking
out only the one you desire to master. (It reduces the temptation to try something else if
not immediately successful). If spinnerbaits are
all you have in the boat, you will fish them until
you learn how and when they work, … and
won’t work. Learning the limitations of a new
technique is just as useful as learning when and
where it excels.
Ask yourself, 1) What is your FAVORITE tool
(lure) in the box? And, 2) Do you have several
that bring you “real confidence”? Many will
spend endless hours tying on every lure in the
tackle box, with no great confidence in any of
them! Instead, FOCUS! …perhaps on Texasrigged worms, and spinnerbaits. Initially
forget all the rest, focus exclusively on these
two, until you can confidently declare them
“in the tool box”. These are the “screw driver”
and “wrenches” that every person should begin
with! Then focus on a NEW TOOL every year.
Which “new tool” YOU choose to develop will be
unique to your particular interests, favorite
lakes, etc. My newest addition is crankbaits!
Perhaps you desire to learn how to flip jigs,
master the Senko,, grow proficient at buzz
baits, or “walk the dog” with topwater.

(Continued on page 3)
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Aug. 27th-28th
Lake Chelan Points #3
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Sept. 24th-25th
Tri Cities-Wallula
Points #4
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Oct. 1st-2nd
Lake Sammamish
Team Tourney
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(Continued from page 1)

Regardless, the trick is to FOCUS PRIMARILY on the new
lure from apprentice level to journeyman.
The mastery of a new lure can bring you great joy! So, try
this; in the margins of this newsletter, write down any lures/
techniques that elicit “strong confidence,” and that you have
enough experience with to teach a beginning class on the
subject. If one doesn’t exist yet, then choose one and get to
work mastering it! Read everything you can, back seat with
those who have mastered that lure, and focus the vast majority of your time on the water developing the skills needed until
you can place that “new tool” in the ol’ tool box.
On the other hand, if your inventory reveals several tools already in the box, don’t get lazy or comfortable, intentionally
choose the NEXT technique/lure you want to master, and
expand your options.

Should you claim to have a “long extensive list” of tools in your
tool box, you either have an over inflated ego, 60+ years experience, work full-time as a guide, or you ought to be fishing the
B.A.S.S. tournament trails! Truth is, NO ONE has mastered all
the tools – in fact, that’s what makes our sport so interesting –
there’s always something else to learn.
So check your tool box, select the next challenging
technique
or lure, and be realistic – you’ll have to put in time, lots of time,
on each new tool! But you’ll be rewarded when you begin to
grow proficient in its use. After all, just as no one can fix a light
switch with a hammer and a coping saw, no angler can successfully catch bass all year long knowing only one or two techniques. One of the reasons we are a teaching club, is because
we understand that “intentionally” expanding angler’s tool
boxes multiplies the joy they will find on the water! So… here’s
to more joy on the water!

Shannon and Mike
Wolsky 1st Place

(More pics on Page 8)

Jack-N-Jill was a Hoot! For all that made it...17 boats. This was
one of the biggest J & Js for some time and hopefully a trend, as
the fishing was awesome and Coulee Playland did a wonderful job
as the headquarters again. Shannon and Mike Wolsky caught
most and biggest for the event, followed by the Holmes'boat and
the Logstons in third.
Here are the happy totals.....
1st). The Wolsky's.........24lbs10oz. and Big Fish 3-11.
2nd). The Holmes’ boat....21lbs 2oz.
3rd). The Logstons........18lbs 6oz...B.F-2.15

Insurance Forms are needed before the
Chelan Tourney and are a good thing
year round, so get me your copies soon!

Hey Western, time to try someplace new!
Lake Chelan is the place and Kamei resort is the campground.
Kamei Resort
Wapato Lake Rd
Manson, WA 98831
(509) 687-3690
We will try for a 5:30 am drivers meeting on Saturday. We
are going to launch at the Lake Chelan State Park.
Remember this lake can get rough with boat traffic, so be
ready with livewell maintenance and Please Release Me
additives.
P.S.: I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting and I will
have tournament rules change forms there too. Time to start
looking into the lakes for next year so get your ideas together!
Thanks, Larry.

4th). The Hankinsons.....18lbs 6oz..B.F.-2.9
5th). The Hills.................18lbs 6 oz.B.F.-2.5 D.F.-4oz.
6th). The Snodgrass'....18lbs 5oz.
7th). The Walkers...........15lbs 10oz.
8th). The Jarrells.............14lbs 7oz.
9th). The May’s...............14lbs 6oz.
10th). The Sullivan Boat..14lbs 2oz.
11th). The Hudgens Boat 13lbs 6oz.
12th). The Sotherlunds....11lbs 11oz.
13th). The O'Dea Boat.....11lbs 5oz...B.F. 2.12
14th). The Maderos Boat 11lbs 5oz..No B.F.
15th). The Karpenko's......8lbs 9oz.
16th). The Shaffers..........3lbs 2oz. (one day only)
17th). The Loth Boat........1lb 8oz. (one day only)

Directions to Lake Chelan State Park
Located nine miles west of Chelan, Wash.
Northbound from Wenatchee:
On U.S. Hwy. 97A, drive nine miles north of Entiat and turn
left onto SR 971. Continue seven miles until highway ends at
South Lakeshore Road. Turn right, then immediately turn left
into park entrance.
Southbound from Chelan:
Take Hwy. 97A south. Three miles south of Chelan, turn right
on South Lakeshore Rd. Proceed six miles on Lakeshore Rd.,
and turn right into Lake Chelan State Park.

Directions to Kamei Resort (Mapquest)
•

East on I-90 (from Seattle)

•

At exit 85, turn RIGHT onto Ramp

•

Turn LEFT (North-East) onto SR-970

•

Keep STRAIGHT onto US-97

•

Turn RIGHT (East) onto US-2 [US-97]

•

Keep RIGHT onto Ramp

•

Bear RIGHT (East) onto US-2 [US-97]

•

Keep RIGHT onto Ramp

•

Turn LEFT (North) onto US-97 Alt [Euclid Ave]

•

Bear LEFT (North-East) onto (W) Woodin Ave

•

Turn LEFT (North) onto N Columbia St

•

Keep STRAIGHT onto SR-150 [Columbia St]

•

Bear LEFT (West) onto SR-150 [Manson Hwy]

•

Keep STRAIGHT onto SR-150

•

Bear RIGHT (West) onto SR-150 [Manson Hwy]

•

Keep STRAIGHT onto SR-150

•

Bear RIGHT (North-West) onto SR-150 [Northshore Rd]
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The fish-in turned out to be a success - even after the last minute
change to Sammamish. I am sorry for anyone that didn’t get the
news and I know there was one that didn’t. I was gone all week beforehand and got the basically critical info that Seafair was going on
and would have made a fish in on Washington nearly impossible.
With that said, we had 7 boats with 12 anglers. Some had better
luck than others. Larry reported keepers caught up to almost the 3 lb
range on topwaters and dropshotting. Chris said he had a lot of fish,
but nothing over 12 inches. Bob and Nick got an early start and had
several keepers including Bob’s 4 lb largemouth he caught dropshotting. Rich Loth got into at least one I heard about being 2-15.
I had good luck in catching 2 lb fish all day, but nothing over 2 and
a half. I had my best luck on a spinnerbait. Jerkbaits, crankbaits and
dropshotting rounded out my arsenal. Lunch was quick and easy
and turkey burgers were the food of choice. Most were ready to go
back out or get out of the overcrowded parking lot.
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Long Lake in Kitsap County will be the site for the next
fish in on Sept 3rd. Larry had suggested this lake for this
weekend when deciding where to fish instead of Lake
Washington and it sounds like a good choice. I have
never been to this lake and look forward to it.
Let’s meet at Breakfast at 6 am or at the Launch at 7
am. This will give us a little more time for the longer drive.
Breakfast will be at Shari’s. Look at the directions below.
See ya’ll there!
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Where: Long Lake (Kitsap County)
When: Saturday, September 3
Directions to Shari’s:
Take the I-5 SOUTH exit toward TACOMA
Take exit #132 onto WA-16 WEST toward GIG HARBOR/BREMERTON go 22.9 mi
Take ramp toward SOUTHWORTH FY - go 0.3 mi
Turn right on SE SEDGWICK RD - go 0.1 mi
Turn right on BRAVO TER - go < 0.1 mi
Arrive at 221 BRAVO TER, PORT ORCHARD, on the left
Directions to the Launch:
Take I-5 South to West 16 and head over the Narrows Bridge. N on SR 16,
6.8 mi to exit at Sedgwick Rd, go E 2.5 mi; R on Long Lake Rd SE; go .4
mi; R on Clover Valley Rd, go 1.1 mi. These are the directions from the
Fish and game website. They should be right. On another site it looked like
the right off Sedgwick could be Clover Valley rd and not Long Lake Rd. I
guess we’ll see.
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Remember, no one stays on the dock at a Fish-In. Everyone
floats! You don't have to pre-arrange a back seat for Fish-Ins. If
you pre-arrange something with your AmBASSador, that's OK,
but just because your AmBASSador can't make it doesn't mean
you can't go. THE MORE THE MERRIER!
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ALSO, don’t forget to get your
scales verified. I will have the
equipment at each meeting so
bring in your scale and get
weighed. This must be done prior
to turning in a greenslip!

&

July GREENSLIPS
Name

Weight

Bait

Lake

Virgil Wilbur
Rob Maglio
Mike Wolsky

6#15oz. SM
5# 8oz. SM
5# 5oz. LM

Spinnerbait
Hula Grub
Weightless
Nunya
Horny Toad
Grub
Pig & Jig
Drop shot
Lizard
Buzz Bait
Senko
Drop Shot
176 Grub

Sammamish
Riffe
Sammamish

Chris Blandi 5# 3oz. LM
Lyle Logston 5# 1oz. SM
Brian Walker 4# 8oz. LM
Chris Blandi 4# 2oz. SM
Andrea Logston 4# 2oz. SM
Carlos Trujillo 4# 0oz. LM
Rich Loth
3#10oz. SM
Larry Sullivan 3# 6oz. LM
Kendra Logston 2#10oz. SM

Sammamish
Riffe
Pot Holes
Washington
Riffe
Silver
Wash.
Big Lake
Wash.

HOT,

HOT, HOT…The Jack & Jill Tourney at
Banks Lake was a scorcher. 90 to 105 degrees. Even
the shade was looking for shade. But it was a good
time. I would like to take this opportunity to applaud the
Jills for their perseverance so that we Jacks could fish
and FRY.
Well, as expected, the Riffe Tourney, was a “belittling”
experience with many small fish turned in. But, as
always, there were exceptions to the rule with Rob
Maglio turning in a very respectable 5#8oz Smallie.
And it looks like Sammamish is Red Hot at this time.

Once again, Virgil Wilbur has shown us that time on the water means
bigger fish. Virgil turned in a greenslip for the biggest fish, a

monster 6#15oz. Smallmouth. He took both the “club” $5 and the
“Big fish kitty” $10 this month. Hey, maybe he will be the one to set the
State record for largest Smallmouth. It just keeps on growing and
growing…
Each month the club gives $5 to the member for the biggest bass
turned in on a greenslip. This was the fifth month for the “Big Fish
Kitty”. There are 3 months left. You must be entered the prior month
to be eligible for the money. If you are interested in joining this “pool”
please see Rich Loth at the next meeting. The amount of the prize
depends on the number of people signed up. This is in addition to the
Big Fish of the Month prize. So get signed up now.
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Keep your rods up and Rip some lips!
Rich
If you have anything you would like to sell
or want to buy, write up your ad and email
it to Stu@westernbassclub.com. Don’t
forget to include your contact information.
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Hello Everyone!
It'
s time to think about C.A.S.T. for Kids. (Catch A Special
Thrill.) This event is designed for kids from Shriners, Special
Populations, Ronald McDonald House, Starlight Foundation,
and others. Every year we meet at Gene Coulon Park in
Renton and take these kids out for a little fishing then back to
the park for a bar-b-cue. It'
s a chance for these kids to feel
free for just a little while and forget about all their cares and
worries. This event is a "Gift from your Heart"!
We need people to bring their boats, people that can launch
boats, and people to help on the beach. We will supply life
jackets and the fishing gear for these children. Most of these
children will also have an adult with them or there are extra
adults and older kids from the club who will be glad to help
you out. If you can help at this event please let me know,
especially if you can bring your boat. We need to know how
many kids we can invite.
" Please e-mail or call as soon as you can!"
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C.A.S.T. for Kids
Saturday, September 10th
Gene Coulon Park, Renton
7:30am - 2:00pm
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Fall means that there are decisions to be made for the 2006 year. At upcoming General Meetings, beginning in August, we will
be addressing suggested Tournament Rules changes, nominating and electing Officers/ Board members for next year,
nominating and choosing lakes for next year’s tournaments, and preparing for this year’s fundraising raffle. We will discuss the
order of events for these tasks at the August meeting.
We have included the current Tournament Rules and a copy of the Tournament Rule Change Request Form on pages 9 -11 of
this issue of the WBC Newsletter.
If you are not able to attend the meetings over the next 3-4 months, please contact me or another board member to make sure
you have the most current info, so that you can make yourself heard on issues that are important to you.

Liz and Kirk Holmes - 2nd Place

Andrea and Lyle Logston - 3rd Place

Jack & Jill Tournament - Banks Lake

Stu Karpenko prepares to see if
this fish is a 7 3/4-inch “dink” or
an 8-inch “keeper.”

Samantha Karpenko, Andrea
Logston and Liz Holmes

Chris Blandi with a
Sammamish smallie
and at the helm of
the Bass Cat.

Mike Wolsky with a 4.5 lb. smallie and a
5.5 lb. largemouth.

Brock Logston with a nice
fish at Ted Watts’ private
pond.

Rich Loth hoists a 2.5 lb.
smallie at Sammamish

Official Tournament Rules
Revised January 2003

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Interpretation
Interpretation of the rules shall be left exclusively to the Tournament Director
In the event of a rule violation, the Tournament Director may impose any sanction the he/she deems appropriate, including, with no limitation,
disqualification.
The decisions of the Director shall be final and non-contestable in all matters
Eligibility
Only anglers who are current members of the Western Bass Club may fish club tournaments for prizes, trophies, and points
All entry fees must be received prior to the start of the tournament
All boaters must show proof of insurance with the required liability limits before the tournament start time on the first day
Non-participants may occupy a tournament boat during contest hours, provided:
That they are present with the knowledge and approval of the Tournament Director
That they are not allowed to participate in the tournament
Fees
Entry fees are $18 per angler, plus a $2 non-obligatory Big Fish pot per angler
Off-Limits
The tournament waters shall be off-limits to all participants beginning at 12:01 a.m., five days prior to the tournament start date
Start/Finish times
The Tournament Director shall determine the tournament start time and weigh-in time
Start times for both Saturday and Sunday will be at “first safe light” as determined by the Tournament Director
The Tournament Director sets the official time of day
Driver’s meeting
Prior to the start of each tournament, a driver’s meeting will be held at the official launch site
Drivers failing to attend this meeting shall be last out at the tournament start
Launching
You may trailer your boat to another launch site on the tournament waters, but you may not leave the official start site until the start time of that
tournament day
You must arrive at the official weigh-in site by boat. You cannot trailer your boat to the weigh-in site
Required equipment
All boats must be equipped with all required U.S. Coast Guard equipment, including, but not limited to, flares.
Contestants and passengers must wear a chest-type life preserver whenever the main engine is running
All boats must display a “Contest” banner meeting the regulations of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
All boats must have a functional ignition kill switch for the internal combustion engine. The driver must be securely connected to the kill switch any
time the internal combustion engine is running
NO ALCOHOL is allowed on any boat during tournament hours
All boats must be equipped with a functioning, aerated livewell
Limits
The Tournament Director will determine limits
Only largemouth and smallmouth bass will qualify, the minimum size limit to be set by the Tournament Director
Fish will be measured on a flat board with mouth closed and tail in any direction
Each fish the Tournament Director judges to be dead or unlikely to survive release will be penalized four (4) ounces
The Tournament Director is bound by law to end the tournament if more than ten (10) percent of all weighed fish are dead at the first day’s weighin unless the cause of mortality can be identified and resolved

Official Tournament Rules (continued)
Revised January 2003
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Restricted areas
Any closed waters and off-limit areas for the tournament will be determined by the Tournament Director
All fishing must be done from a boat
You may exit the boat to push or pull into an area you want to fish
Tackle/Equipment
Only artificial lures shall be used with the exception of prepared pork strips, etc.
Live bait is prohibited
Only one casting, spinning, or spin-casting rod and reel may be used at one time
All bass must be caught in a conventional and sporting manner
Licenses
Every contestant must posses a valid Washington State fishing license and all other permits (equipment, personal, etc.) as required by law
Sportsmanship
All contestants shall obey all State and Federal laws and follow the highest standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety, and conservation
Any infraction of these fundamental sporting principles may be cause for disqualification
Drunkenness by any contestant during tournament hours will not be tolerated and will result in immediate disqualification
All courtesies shall be extended to contestants and non-contestants alike
Any act which reflects unfavorably on the Western Bass Club or its goals may result in disqualification
Any infraction resulting in a citation by a Law or Wildlife Officer may result in disqualification
Weigh-In
There will be only one official check-in point as designated by the Tournament Director
All contestants must reach the check-in point by the specified finish time or be penalized eight (8) ounces for every minute late
Contestants over fifteen (15) minutes late will not be allowed to weigh-in fish for that day
All culling and fishing must cease by the official weigh-in time
All culling tags must be removed before fish are weighed
All anglers must check in with the Tournament Director, with or without fish
Scoring
Only bass determined by the Tournament Director to be eligible, per the contest rules, shall be weighed
Each contestant’s score shall be based on the pounds and ounces of the official weight, minus any penalties
Any ties will be decided by those contestant’s big fish. A coin flip will settle any secondary ties
All uninjured bass must be released unharmed
Protests
All protests must be delivered to the Tournament Director, in writing, within thirty (30) minutes of that day’s official check-in time
The Tournament Director will make a final decision on any protest before the awards ceremony
Points
Points awarded toward Angler of the Year as distributed as follows:
1st Place: 101 points
2nd Place: 95 points
3rd Place: 90 points
Points will then drop by five-point increments (85, 80, 75, etc.) in order of finish down to 10 points
All anglers finishing below a 10 point finish will receive 5 points for attending
Big fish of the tournament does not accumulate Angler of the Year points
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Lyle Logston
Brian Walker
Jeff Choate
Tanner Hankinson
Anne Frazier
Don Bertellotti
Raylene Ewing
Debra Beemen
Austin Ramsden
James Rumann
Chris Blandi
Leigh Booth
Brock Logston

2
2
5
7
8
10
11
13
13
14
17
17
18

Jenny Pigue
Mike Wolsky
Carol Damborg
Joy Jarrell
Douglas Booth
Dan Damborg
Dave Gross
Raymond Loth
Daryl Snodgrass
Mathew Hudgens
Terry Hill

18
18
21
22
25
27
27
27
28
29
31

Coulee Playland Resort
...on beautiful Banks Lake
4
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•

RV and Tent Sites

•

RV/Camping supplies

•

Exclusive T-Shirts

•

Fishing Licenses

•

Party Barge

•

Fish Boat Rentals

•

Maps, Bait, and Tackle for
Banks Lake and Lake Roosevelt

•

Two miles to Golfing

Highway 155 #1
Electric City, WA
(509) 633-2671

