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- Views Expressed in this
newsletter do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the
entire membership.

- Western Bass Club News
is published monthly for
the membership of West-
ern Bass Club. If you have
any ideas for articles or
are interested in advertis-
ing here, please contact
the editors.

I was born with an extra dose of positive
self-esteem; | always liked the guy in the
mirror. Not that I'm perfect — far from it.
My road to maturity still has miles and
miles of blacktop to be traveled — but I've
always liked the progress I'm making day
by day. | consider myself blessed with
enough brain matter to stay in the top
10%, and more important — | inherited a
healthy dose of common sense (which |
have discovered in life is not so
common!). | profess this only that you
might contrast it against my latest
self-discovery: there are times | enjoy
being shallow!

In fact, today | was shallow. Ask Dennis
Larsen — he was with me — and he’ll tell
you | was shallow all day long! Shallow,
shallow, shallow! | insisted on it! |
reveled in it! | refused to be anything but
shallow. And Dennis didn’t seem to care
either. In fact, Dennis was shallow too!
Just two guys spending the whole day
being shallow and not caring what
anyone else thought about us!

And what made it so amazing was this:
the bass were shallow too! Finally,
after a long winter of chasing bass
(sometimes down to 65 feet deep!) — we
were in 2-5 feet on Lake Sammamish

and hooking largemouth up to 5 pounds
on sinko’s and sluggo’s! Mamma — it felt
wonderful being shallow!

There’s something about April that just
charges up the angler’s inner drive to
find the very first hint of emerging lily
pads as they start to break through the
muddy bottom. Chances are the sun is
shining, the ducks are getting frisky, the
first little bugs are dancing on the water,
and the water temperature is in the early
50’s — which calls enticingly to
largemouth to come wander around and
check out future spawning beds.
Apparently Mother Nature gets shallow
too!

| looked in the dictionary just now, and it
says “shallow” can mean “lacking depth
of character, intellect, or meaning;
superficial.” But my positive self-
esteem declares I'm none of those things
— I'm just shallow! At least | was today.
And now that winter is retreating, | plan
on staying that way all spring long and
well into the summer! Some of you not
only understand where I’'m coming from
on this subject, but | suspect you won'’t
take any offense when | suggest you
appear to be a little shallow too! And if
you're not, you should be!
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out on the water! Can®wait until next month!

And now that April fools day is over, the truth is that "besides a few followers," the rest of us
blanked. Although, if you ever get the chance to fish with Jose, don®ask him what the water temp is,
his method is jumping in!

Next month’s fish-in will be at Lawrence Lake out of Yelm on Sat. the 6th of May. Although it's not
a huge lake, it more than makes up for it in the average size of bass that are caught! Ask Faz about

it sometime...

Chris B. caught the biggest largie that went 6lbs. 50z. Got some nice pics of it too! Next time you
see him, congratulate him on a new personal best!!

Everyone caught at least two fish, a couple dinks, but most were in the 2 1/2 - 3lb range. Although
it was suppose to rain, we only got broken clouds and calm waters, it was an awesome day to be

We will be having breakfast at 5:00 am at the restaurant called “The Arches” and I'm not talking
about Micky D’s. It is located just South of Kmart in Spanaway. We will be launching at 6”ish” then
meeting back for lunch at noon. So, bring your sinko’s and your skipping/flipping bait of choice,
maybe a spinnerbait and a twitch bait too!! So come on out for a lip rippin time!

See you on the water, Brian (The Weedwalker)
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Where: Lake Lawrence
When: Saturday, May 6, 2006

Meet at The Arches, at 5:00 am for Breakfast.

OR... meet at the launch at 6:00 am
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Directions to The Arches: 18001 Pacific Ave S, SPANAWAY, WA 98387 - | "o \ B
4605, (253) 847-6001 Five Coffmrs o) @° B,
" OPTION 1: I-5 toward TACOMA/PORTLAND. 33.7 miles (From Seattle) ?&UE:"._G;\_
On
Take the WA-512 E exit- exit number 127- toward SOUTH TACOMA Faur Comars =
WAY/PUYALLUP. 0.1 miles S
Merge onto WA-512 E toward SOUTH TACOMA WAY. 2.2 miles %
Take the WA-7/PACIFIC AVE. exit toward PARKLAND/SPANAWAY. 0.3 “’Sa'w)?
miles "'ﬂg
Turn RIGHT onto PACIFIC AVE S/WA-7 S. 4.4 miles
End at 18001 Pacific Ave S Spanaway WA
¥
@
OPTION 2: Come South on Hwy 167, merge onto Hwy 512, follow to Take the ;
WA-7/PACIFIC AVE. exit toward PARKLAND/SPANAWAY. This exit has a tight =
right curve . At the stop sign at the end of the exit, turn left and take another left Lotialiere
onto PACIFIC AVE S/WA-7. End at 18001 Pacific Ave S Spanaway WA 1530d Ave Se
EMAPFQVEST: S
Directions to the Launch : Ll s
Same as to the Arches, then: o T .
&
South on HWY 7 from the Arches L4
153rd Ave Se
- Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto WA-
507 / SPANAWAY MCKENNA
HWY. Continue to follow WA-507.
13.1 miles to Yelm
From Yelm, take Hwy. 507 S on > %
Bald Hills Rd. SE approx. 1.4 mi; B B
L]
W on Vail Loop Rd. . 5.5 mi; 0 &
. . . s w hﬁ
E .5 mion Lindsey Rd. SE; S 1 mi "
on Pleasant Beach Rd. SE. Fawrence
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Chris Blandi and his 6 Ib 50z
largemouth at the April 1
Fish-In at Long Lake
(Kitsap)

Brenda Rabisa’s first ever
smallie, a 2 Ib 10 oz fish
caught at the February Fish
In on Lake Washington




*) ( Two rabbits wer e being chased by a pack
of wolves. The wolves chased the rabbits
into athicket.

After afew minutes, onerabbit turned to
the other and said, " Well, do you want to
Thanks to Andrea for getting me the greenslips for the March meeting. makearun for it or stay here afew days

and out number them?"
It looks like most have been taking advantage of the great fishing in Lake

Washington. A really nice Smallmouth was caught by Bryan Hudgens.

Name Weight Bait Lake

Bryan Hudgens 5#08o0z. SM Drop Shot Washington

Bill Hill 4#120z. SM 176 Grub Washington

JimRumann  4#080z. SM  Jig King County Don’t forget to get your scales
Phil Hu.dgens 3#050z SM Qrop Shot Wash_ington verified. We will have the
Mark Fields 2#100z SM Jig Tube Washington

Mark Maderos ~ 2#060z. LM  Flippin’ Jig Silver equ [ pment at each meetin g, so
Brian Walker 1#100z. SM Tube Washington

bring in your scale and get

Bryan Hudgens will win the $5 for the biggest fish turned in on a green weighed. This must be done
slip. Good job Bryan. Now show Dad how to do that. Each month the . . . .
club gives $5 to the member for the biggest bass turned in on a greenslip. pl’l or to turni ng Ina g reensl I p :
Any paid member can turn in a bass for the month as long as it was
weighed on “certified” scales.

Keep your rods up and Rip some lips!
Rich

Well, the water temps are creeping up ever so slowly and the fish are moving shallow. This
time of year can be very exciting. WBC is having its draw tournament on Silver Lake, and after
the huge bags that some of you had last year, some of us can use some help.

Willie Nelson is a local resident of Silver Lake and has spent a great amount of time on that
body of water. He will be speaking specifically on Silver Lake techniques and strategies. Don’t
be fooled though, many of these techniques will work on all bodies of water.

Willie primarily fishes the Oregon State circuit and has over ten years of experience in
tournament angling. In 2003 he was the Oregon State champion, which paved a road to the
2004 National Champions in Tulsa, OK. Willie has earned sponsorships from Ranger Boats,
G-Loomis Rods and Stren fishing line.

Hope everyone is looking forward to this one!
Mike
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The Jack and Jill Tournament on July 29 and 30 has been
changed from Vantage to L ake Roosevelt. Camping at Coulee
Playland. You can call for reservationsat (509) 633-2671.

**Tournament L ocation Change

Welcome to a new season of fishing. While some have
fished through the winter, others have not. The bigger trips
are yet to come.

Regular maintenance is always needed on our vehicles.
Some are better at taking care of their own, while others
need someone to do it for them. The area I'm pointing to is
our trailers.

Is your trailer ready for another summer of travel? There
are a few things to look for.

Are your tires in good shape and do they need replace-
ment? Are they wearing evenly? Check the sidewalls on
them as well, as a blowout can happen there just as eas-
ily. If you have a flat, do you know if your jack will be able
to lift your trailer? Sometimes | carry a floor jack just to be
safe. Lug wrenches are a must.

Make sure the trailer is riding properly balanced and level.
The tongue weight of the tow vehicle should be around
400 pounds for larger boats. It is best to find out from your
boat manufacturer what your tongue weight should be. If
you have added weight to your boat, that could change.

| recently changed mine. | stopped at the truck scale in Cle
Elum when it was closed. It took 5 minutes to drop the
trailer on the scale with the famous retractable wheel.
Found the weight was off by 200 Ibs. Set the trailer back
on the truck and proceeded on to the fishing destination.

With the boat off the trailer, | moved the winch forward
about an inch and — problem solved.

Dual axle trailers should be level front-to-back. If not, you
are putting more pressure on one set of tires.

A proper hitch can solve this problem. On trailers with
brakes, when was the last time you had them checked?
Even the new ones can be off.

Brake fluid systems are designed not to leak, so if you are
constantly adding fluid, you may have a more serious issue
going on.

Lights have a mind of their own. Make sure they work, both
brakes and blinkers. Using them well before you make a
move to change lanes or slow down on the road helps the
person driving behind you. They are called “indicators” for a
reason. Protect yourself!

Making sure both your tow vehicle and trailer are in good
running shape is a must. Dragging a trailer is not what
should be happening. Towing with less effort is always bet-
ter.

Reminder: In Washington, the speed limit for vehicles with
trailers is 60 mph.

Be safe! See you on the water.
Jim

2006 WBC Tour nament Schedule

Silver Lake Draw
Potholes
L ake Chelan

Jack & Jill - *LAKE ROOSEVELT

L ong L ake-Spokane
Moses L ake
L ake Sammamish Team

April 29 - 30
May 20 - 21
June24 - 25

July 29 - 30
August 26 - 27
September 23 - 24
October 14 - 15



Samantha Karpenko

April
May
June
July

August
Sept.

(

Tammy Payseno
Pat Sotherlund
Matt Sanger
Caitlyn Steffensen
Grace Tuttle
Hannah Tuttle
Hannah Baxter
Jon Jeffries
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Conner Booth
Valerie Perry
Lori Singson
Gunnar Tuttle
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2006 Western Bass Club Tournament Schedule

Silver Lake Draw April 29 - 30
Potholes May 20 - 21

Lake Chelan June 24 - 25

Jack & Jill - ROOSEVELT July 29 - 30

Long L ake-Spokane August 26 - 27
Moses L ake September 23 - 24

October Lake Sammamish Team  October 14 - 15

Dennis Larsen 16
Sue Owens 17
Virginia Jeffries 18
Ariana Watts 18
Emily Gross 21
Jason Reese 21
Don Sanger 21
Brandon Tanaka 21
John Harris 23
Kay Schlegel 24
Jerrie Meyer 25
Larry Albert 27
Kim Kopf 27
Stuart Karpenko 30

RV and Tent Sites
RV/Camping supplies
Exclusive T-Shirts
Fishing Licenses
Party Barge

Fish Boat Rentals

Maps, Bait, and Tackle for
Banks Lake and Lake Roosevelt

Two miles to Golfing

Highway 155 #1
Electric City, WA
(509) 633-2671




